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Drear Mr Latimwer,
DUMPING OF DREDGED MATERIAL

Thank you for your e-miail about the proposed demping of dredged sediment by the Port of Tyne. |
am replying by pust since your e-mail did not give your full e-mail address,

2 You said “The Port of Tyne intend so tp 60,000 tons of comaminated sediment ins the Morh
Sen as o toal, capping with silt and sand from the harbour entrance. The intention is to dredge the oid
apnys and docks of the obd shipyards. The sediment contsing tributyl-n, hesvy metals o, being a
lethal comtaminate of foxms, Thes 158 recipe for a disaster [and is] il thought oul. Tam an enginesr
and in my view if this gocs ahead it will effect 1he food chain of all coaniries that border the Norlls sca.
Can you help to insist that o fall inquiry is held before this goes ahead. The Port of Tyne refise me
aiotss Lo the EIA”

3 The OSPAR Commission is the means through which the Governretits of North-West Europe
co-operate io profect the marine environoent of the Nonh-East Atlantic. Tt works by agreeing rules
andl standands for the regulation of ectivities likely to affect the marine epvironment. 1t does not have
any executive responsibality for specific decisions which should apply those rules and standards,

4. Inihe field that concemns you, the OSPAR Commission has adopied “OSPAR Guidelines for the
Managernent of Dredged Material”, These were revised at the Commission’s meeting in hune this
year, Wou can find the text of the Guidelines on the OSPAR websiie (www.ospar.org), in the siction
ot (e Bioadiversity and Ecosystems Strategy, under the heading *“Decisions, Recommendatioms and
(hher Agreements”. They are Agreement 2004-08,

5. The application of these guidelines to individual cases is a matter for e United Kingdom
Government. A licence from the Department of Envimonment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) is
meeded for such dumping. [ am therefore sending a copy of this letier o the Mr John Roberts, the
Head of the Marine and Navigation Division in DEFRA 5o that he can arrange for your to receive an
explanition of what they are doing,

G, As far as concerns the Environmental hmpact Assessment, the United Kingdom Government has
an ohligation under Articke @ of the OSPAR Convention 1o enswre that their relevant authosities make
availahle to the public any available information in written, visaal, aural or date-hase form on
activities or measures likely 1o affect the marite environment of the North-East Atlantic. This
obligation 15 subject o cerlain exceplions, such ss where the information affects commercial and
industrial confidentiality. Agmn, there is an obbigation on the United Kingdom authorilies to explain
wity any information 1= nof being made available.

Wours sincerely, -ph‘_‘___
ALAN SIMCOCK
Executive Secretary, OSPAR Commission
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